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e hairs on Rohan Spong's arms steod on
end when he met Greg Smith at a party
last year and heard about the composer’s
Esess project: a musical reworkimg af songs
from ¥ilna Gherno in Lithnania,
“1 had a millicn guestions which Greg

combdn't answer and said someone shold make

a decumentary on the,” Spong recalls.

“Then [ realised [ was the only peesom in the
room who was a documentary maker”

The Rlmmaker decided 1o rake o the
mammoth and sensitive task of tracking
down Jowizh survivors wlo bad expervenced
and| createc the svocative music of the Vilna
e aAnd ks |_ir:|_|1|r||_'|'.|r:r!.' Tlllr' .':l:-ll_g'_l: "|' ||:r|.
Sy was hom.

Afscr months of doicctive work the 2 8-pear-
pec b mracked owm his interview subjects.
They all lved in different parts of the world,
sy hed changed their names and a large
by bad never prven testimonies abuoue theic
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“)] wameed to record these survivors' stories
besioere: theey Jozd, ™ Bz savs

= The oessar prowides an eyewiloess accoums
= sl dearuny chis | ' i There aare
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eamenne, soigs dbowr guestioning faith, songs
zivo baored owands the oppressors, aod
Sers hPwwgt the fofugy, ”

Dy che cdarkcess days of Workd War I che

suTgs were performed im a thearre m Vilna
Gbetro and quickly became popalar, with
many Jewish mmates hemming the tunes
of kope and despair on the streets of the
Litawaniam pesmn

“The survivoss retember how i:|1_'\-|p||. i
the theatie was, for teo hours oF o they
didn't have 0o think aboar the ootside
warkd,” Smith says.

On the morning of 5,|-.c|r+-'5 ."||E.-||: o Dsract
to nzerview Vilna Ghetto compaser Avrom
Surzkeyer he received a phone call from the
musician’s family anmoancing liis deatl.,

“He passed away ar five in the morning
and [ was supposed to fly oor ar eight
but his Family ssked me po come over g
artend his funcral. He became an imporians
= Tt .'\.l: e dl‘rElI ||'r:'||r:|7:\.' u||d ] :r|:|_-|'.-.-:-..q.'|_';]
his pranddaaghier who wae 31 and
-J:*-'.-:ll.--.'r.ng all vhe chings e had wrinten
during his ffe.”

Suizkever and fellow former IAeaLE
Shimerke Faczergmski worked in the
phetio collecting pivotal Jewish boals
troim libraries which the Germans wanoed
bor place in g museim dedscared oo the
“Forpotten [ewish Person®, The duo were
pivedal in preserving compositions froam the
ghetto and allegedly hid sheets of music in
1 I.'Ei.l.ll.' which :I:'ll;:r ||,'|||:|11:-;| [ o ||_'\-q.: at |:|'||:
cnd of the war.
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The -c|l.u|.|||:,'||[.|':. I_|.-c:L ll:q’_ wrnRg
director to the subarhs of his s tera,
Melbourne, ag well as Tel Aviw, _IIE:IJFJll"II'I|
Rome, Pans, RNew Yook City and of oo,
the desolace |.i|||.|l-|_.||||_' af Vilna, Lichnranis
where he found himself knee-deep in snow
battling minus 12 degree temperaturss with
30 kilograms of camera SAuipmEne.

Here he interviewed a survivor whio had

: Winessed her entire family being shot in
: ghe fowresr,

apong, who was intervicwed by MW last

i year about his flm T i for Teacker, which
. explored the experience of ransgendered

teschers in the US schood system, savs bo |s
ILII.'!L'JF.\E :|:"Il‘||l.':1l'..| Tor B [rrermiere |:.r |1:|| :|'-||__'|'|
ar Bayeide Film Festival naxt month

He abso hopes the decumentary makes

¢ & nare for ltsell overseas on che festival
¢ gurcuat.

“It's a fascinating and inspiring story,

¢ and documents the teracity of the hueman
! experiende,” be says.

The Songs They Sang will presriere o
Patzce Brighton Bay, 294 Bay Street,
Brighton, as part of the Bayside

Falres Festival oot July 14 at 7.0 5pmr_ Fry
bokings and more information,

cnll 596 3520, MW fs a prowd
spovesay of the frstival.
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